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Antivaccine lobby
resists introduction
of Hib vaccine in India

Ganapati Modur DELHI

A carnpaign against the Heemropkilis infieer-
zretype b (Hib) vacdne inIndia launched by
sorme medical professionals has delayed a gov-
grnrnent plantointroduce the vacdne through
its free national mrminisation prograrnme for
childrern,

The healthministry had 1ast year annoirnced
that it would replace the standard vaccine for
diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus with a pen-
tavalent vaccine that wold also protect chil-

dren against hepatitis B and Hib,

The Global Alliance for Vaccines andlmem-

nisation (GAVI), after consultation with the
Indianhealth ritistry, had pledged in tugust
2008 a grant of $165m (£11010; € 1351m) toral
ot the new vacdne to cover 10 million children
inloofIndia's?8statesing olo,

The Hib organism, which can cause severe
bacterial meningitis and prneumonia, is esti-
mizted t0]ull more than? 7o 000 children world-
wide each wear, GANT said, Nearly 2 oo of these
deaths ocowrinIndia,

Butthe carnpaimn mourted against the Hib
varcine prompted the health ministry toset aside
recarnrnendations frorm its own technical advi-
S0y qroup on i sationand toask aninde-
pendett panel of expents toexari e theneed for
the Hib waccine in Indiz's raticre] nrmurisaion
Drogramne,

The expert panel has now endorsed the adw-
sory qroup's decision and asled the health min-

istryto introduce the vaccine inselected states
and 1o assessitseffecton the itcidernce of aenin-
Fitis before it isexpanded to other states,
Howewer, o mernber of the expert panel who
asled orerain anonymous old the B " Seps
tointroduce the pentavalent vacdne into the
irmrmunisation prograrrme are still not visible,
India's antivaccine lobby appears to have suc-
teeded ininfluencing the hedlt bureaucacy.”
Campaidners against the Hib vacdne have
armied that India lacks epiderniological data
1o justify itsirtroduction intothe public health
progr aroene. Jacoh Pulivel, apaediatriciar at St
Stepher's Hospital, Hew Delhi, whohas spear-
headed the campairm against the vaccine, said,
“Theincdence of Hib appears low; irrminisa-
ticnagainst Hibwould be awagte of scarce pub-
licresouroes,"
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Alhough the vacdane could save mone than 70000
lives, lobbyists have delayed its in troduction
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